

 
  Murphy’s Law

Murphy’s Law:  If anything can go wrong, it will.

Murphy’s Law is a custom or belief in the United States.  It is a way of explaining bad luck.  It means that people feel if/when you do anything and there’s a chance of a bad result, then the bad result (not a good result) happens.  
Example:  If I drop a piece of buttered toast on the ground, the buttered side lands on the ground. 
A good result would be that the unbuttered side lands on the ground – that wouldn’t be as messy.  However, Murphy’s Law means that the worst possible result always happens.
To make statements that follow Murphy’s Law, we usually use the Zero Conditional (present tense in the if-clause and also present tense in the result-clause).  
Complete the following examples using the simple present tense and according to Murphy’s Law (what bad consequence happens?):

If I bring an umbrella, ______________________________________________

If I don’t bring an umbrella, ___________________________________________
If I go to the airport early, ____________________________________________

If I go to the airport late, ___________________________________________

If I study hard for the test, __________________________________________

If I am waiting for a bus and I light a cigarette, ___________________________

Now you make some examples:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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