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Common Uses of the Passive Voice II
Simple Past Tense
Sentences using the simple past tense (was/were + past participle) in the passive voice are commonly used to talk about inventions, discoveries, literature, art, movies, and monuments (buildings).  

We use the passive voice to focus attention on the invention or monument and not on who discovered or made them.



Active Voice




Passive Voice
Thomas Edison invented the light bulb.  

The light bulb was invented by Thomas Edison.

Construction workers built the Eiffel Tower in 1889.
The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889.
Directions:  Add 3 more examples to each box below.  Write complete sentences using the simple past active voice, and then write the sentences again using the passive voice (you should have 6 sentences total in each box).  The examples can be from any time in history - from ancient to modern times.  

	Inventions, Discoveries
past participles - invented, discovered, made, created, designed
Examples:  penicillin, gunpowder, television
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________


	Monuments, Buildings

past participles - built, constructed, designed
Examples:  the Great Pyramids, the Leaning Tower of Pisa

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


	Literature, Art, Movies, Songs
past participles – written, painted, drawn, designed, made, sculpted, directed, filmed, sung
Examples:  the play “Hamlet”, the painting “The Mona Lisa”, the movie “Titanic”

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________



