Graded Composition 4 – Describing a Person from the Past

Write a paragraph about a person who lived in the past. You can write about a family member (for example, a grandparent, cousin, aunt, etc.) who you personally knew in the past, or a famous person from the past.  IMPORTANT:  Write from your own memory.  DO NOT COPY information from a website or book.

When you write your paragraph, be sure to:


1. Write on a 8 1/2 by 11 inch piece of paper.  Use dark pencil or a black pen.

 (or you may use a computer if you prefer, but a handwritten assignment is fine).

2. Write your name, date, class (ESL022), and assignment number (Composition 4) in the upper right corner of the paper.


3. Write a title for the paragraph on the top line of the paper.  Follow the rules for good titles listed on pages 25-26.

4. DOUBLE-SPACE!

5.  Be sure to indent the first sentence of the paragraph.  
6.  Include a topic sentence that states the main idea.  The main idea should include the name of the person you are describing and an adjective that shows your opinion about what that person did or what type of person s/he was.  Make sure that the sentence is not too narrow or specific, but that it states the general idea of the whole paragraph.


7. Use a capital letter to begin each sentence and for all proper nouns (names of people, places, things).


8. Use a period to end each sentence.

9.  Be careful with verb tense!  Most of your verbs should be in the simple past tense.

10. Write between 9 and 11 sentences.
11.  Include at least 3 compound sentences (3 sentences that use the FANBOYS words).  Underline these 3 sentences.
12.  Include a concluding sentence that summarizes the main idea of the paragraph.
13. Give the paper to the instructor on Wednesday, March 25.  

For an example, please see pages 97 and 98 in your textbook.
