Graded Composition 2 – Describing a Person

Write a paragraph about a person you know or knew.  When you write your paragraph, be sure to:

1. Write on a 8 1/2 by 11 inch piece of paper

 (or you may use a computer if you prefer, but a handwritten assignment is fine).

2. Use dark pencil or a black pen.


3. Write your name, date, class (ESL022), and assignment number (Homework 2) in the upper right corner of the paper.


4. Write a title for the paragraph on the top line of the paper.  Follow the rules for good titles listed on pages 25-26.

5. DOUBLE-SPACE!

6.  Be sure to indent the first sentence of the paragraph.  
7.  Include a topic sentence that states the main idea.  Make sure that the sentence is not too narrow or specific, but that it states the general idea of the whole paragraph.


8. Use a capital letter to begin each sentence and for all proper nouns (names of people, places, things).


9. Use a period to end each sentence.


10. Write between 9 and 12 sentences.
11.  Underline the subject and verb(s) in each clause and write a small “s” and “v” above them.

12.  Circle the adjectives.  Include a minimum of 10 adjectives.


13. Bring the composition to class on Monday, February 24.  This is your 1st draft.  You will share it with a peer (classmate) to get feedback before submitting it for a grade.

The example below is a little short.  It only has six sentences.  Be sure your paragraph has between 9-12 sentences.
My Fabulous Grandfather

s   v


         




           s   v

I was lucky to have an entertaining and creative grandfather when I was young.  He always 








     s     v

s   v
had funny jokes and interesting stories to tell our family when we were together. He was also 

creative with his hands.  He often made interesting toys from common things around the house.  


           s           v
For example, he could make cars that moved by themselves from rubber bands, spools of thread, 



        s  
         v
and a bar of soap.  He also made wonderful musical instruments from wood, wire, and plastic 


        s  
             v





         s   v
containers.  I always looked forward to visiting my grandfather because he was so fun to be with.

