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Math Common Final: Course-Level Assessment 
In Spring 2007, residential and adjunct math faculty piloted a project where common math questions were administered to 317 participating students in select MAT 092 and MAT 121 sections as part of the course final exam. The goal was to collaboratively work towards the development of common exam questions. The faculty members who participated in the pilot were: Melvin Arts, Bobbi Beckmann, Steve Boettcher, Andrew Burch, Arthur Damask, Paula Goodman, Karen Grizzaffi, Vern Grossarth, Sarah Lockhart, Jill Nico, Andrew Richey, and Luvia Rivera. 

Based on the pilot results, math faculty have identified specific areas where student scores were low on the common exams, and will place more emphasis on these math concepts in the classroom.  In addition, the math common final will be conducted again this semester for MAT 092, MAT 121, and MAT 151.  The math faculty plan to use the results from both the spring and fall exams to employ strategies to enhance student learning.   
Assessment of Underprepared Students
Assessment continues to be an ongoing process at EMCC. Consider the following when challenged with underprepared students in your own classes:  
In Fall 2002, an assessment study of students enrolled in all EMCC psychology courses was conducted by Dr. Bill Farrar, Dr. Steve Boettcher,  and Ms. Gail Snyder.  Results showed that “students who have earned 20 or more AGEC hours at EMCC gained greater critical and thinking skills when compared to entering students (those with 6 or less earned AGEC hours).”  The course that appeared to have a critical role in helping students express these skills was the successful completion of English 102.

“I have found this information to be helpful when counseling students who are struggling in 200 level science courses. When they are in my office in tears or in anger as to why they are not succeeding, one of the pieces to the puzzle is simply their lack of college experience. I like the fact that I can refer to this study and help a student determine that (usually) when they signed up for microbiology right out of high school, they chose a path that would probably not allow them to be as successful as possible. I then advise students to get more courses, including those that emphasize writing skills, under their belt before continuing down their academic path.” – Bronwen Steele

Spring 2008 Assessment Pilot

Are students enrolled in EMCC’s general education program obtaining the abilities needed for their career and life goals? EMCC faculty have been reviewing tools that will help provide us with this information.  EMCC faculty will be asked to vote whether to pilot the CBASE assessment tool in Spring 2008 during class time (approximately 45 minutes).  The pilot study using the CBASE would include only residential faculty at this time.  The courses selected for CBASE administration will be determined based on sampling recommendations from CBASE and will include courses central to AGEC requirements. 



November 2007





Higher Learning                                                      Commission Conference


The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) conference will be held April 11th-15th, 2008 in Chicago, Illinois. In preparation for the accreditation visit, EMCC would like to send an assessment team to the annual conference. If you are interested in  attending  the HLC   conference, please contact Polly Miller or Bronwen Steele.

















SAAC Abilities Matrix


The SAAC committee continues to diligently work on EMCC’s abilities matrix.  The most recent draft of the matrix was sent via email a few weeks ago.  If you have any feedback on the matrix, please come to the next meeting, or contact your representative.  

















SAAC Monthly Meetings:


Everyone is Welcome!





January 9, 2008*


(Assessment Happens)


February 11, 2008


March 17, 2008


April 14, 2008


May 5, 2008
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