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EMCC Pilots Learning Outcomes Assessment
The week of March 24th, EMCC successfully piloted the College Basic Academic Subjects Examination (CBASE). Created by the University of Missouri, CBASE is an academic achievement examination that evaluates knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, science, and social studies. 
The primary objectives of the pilot were to establish initial data for EMCC’s writing outcome, and to develop best practices for administering CBASE in the future. The pilot targeted students who have completed at least 25 credit hours within the Maricopa Community College District and who have successfully completed at least one course in each of the AGEC areas (English, Math, Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Behavioral Sciences). However, students with a range of completed credit hours participated in the pilot.  
Twenty-eight residential and adjunct instructors from 32 courses and 42 sections participated in the pilot. Overall, more than 550 students completed the essay section of the assessment. The Student Academic Achievement Committee (SAAC) would like to thank the following for their support during Assessment Week:
· Faculty
· Aramark

· Security 
· Student Services

· Facilities

· Participating EMCC Students

· Office of Planning & Institutional Effectiveness

· Center for Teaching & Learning
· Fitness Center


The assessment results will be returned to EMCC this summer for review. The Fall 2008 Assessment Week is scheduled for September 15th-19th, and will target EMCC’s entering students (6 credit hours or less) in the areas of writing and English. The data from the Spring and Fall semesters will be used to further the academic assessment efforts of the college.  
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Spring Assessment Forum a Success
The MCCCD Spring Assessment Forum was held on April 23, 2008 at Mesa Community College.  The theme, “Student Learning, Assessment, & Accreditation: What We’ve Learned & How to Use It,” provided the platform for a series of meaningful conversations between colleagues throughout the District.  The presenters, Lynn Priddy (Ph.D) and Karen Solomon (Ed.D) from the Higher Learning Commission of NCA also provided a wealth of information related to this theme. 
EMCC Updates Abilities Matrix

The Student Academic Achievement Committee has been working on revising the
General Education Abilities Matrix.  A draft of the abilities matrix is included in this
newsletter.  
	 
	 
	Dynamic General Education Abilities Matrix  
                         DRAFT 1/22/08

	ABILITIES
	Comm                        
	Critical and Creative Thinking
	Composition/       Writing
	Numeracy 
	Scientific Inquiry
	Information            and         Technological Literacy
	Social, Civic, and Global      Responsibility

	Remember            basic components
	Know appropriate presentation vocabulary and conventions
	Identify and  define basic components of a discipline
	Know writing conventions 
	Recall principles, procedures and correct terminology
	Remember basic components of science 
	Know how to access sources and retrieve objects created
	Identify current social, civic and global issues

	Understand components in context of relationships 
	Articulate an understanding of content by expressing the idea in your own words.  Identify key concepts of a presentation
	Describe relationships between basic components
	Demonstrate an understanding of content by describing it in your own words. 
Identify purpose of paper
	Draw conclusions and justify methods and procedures
	Understand science in context 
	Understand issues affecting the use of information and/or technology while observing laws, regulations and institutional policies
	Discuss and interpret social, civic and global issues

	Apply                   knowledge and comprehension of components to various situations
	Present information using appropriate language and delivery through a variety of techniques
	Exhibit knowledge of components through presentation, performance and solutions in a new context
	Apply knowledge of topic content to a given scenario using appropriate writing convention terms
	Apply a strategy for a solution
	Apply knowledge and comprehension of science components to various situations
	Use information for a specific purpose. Use various software and hardware to complete tasks
	Apply knowledge of global, social and civic mores to current situations

	ABILITIES
	Comm                        
	Critical and Creative Thinking
	Composition/       Writing
	Numeracy 
	Scientific Inquiry
	Information            and         Technological Literacy
	Social, Civic, and Global      Responsibility

	Analyze information using knowledge of components 
	Analyze and adapt  a presentation for a particular audience
	Use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze materials and/or products
	Demonstrate ability to compare and contrast perspectives using appropriate writing conventions 
	Determine relevant information, appropriate mathematical concepts and logical/reasonable responses
	Analyze data and techniques using knowledge of components 
	Analyze information needs to determine best sources. 
Organize electronic information so that it may be retrieved
	Differentiate social, global and civic practices from an ethnocentric perspective

	Evaluate information using knowledge of components 
	Organize information for a presentation. Critique a presentation according to specified criteria
	Evaluate information to reach reasonable conclusions
	Evaluate the strengths and/or weaknesses of a topic to support a judgment by referencing appropriate sources using writing
	Verify a procedure using concrete models
	Evaluate data and conclusions using knowledge of components 
	Evaluate sources and content. 
Evaluate software and hardware to meet needs
	Evaluate and consider change in perspective from a social, civic and global viewpoint

	Create             materials or a product using components 
	Prepare and deliver a presentation on a given topic
	Create materials and or products that demonstrate critical thinking
	Compose a piece of writing to create a new perspective or argument
	Integrate parts into something new to form a new product
	Create materials or products using scientific components and relationships 
	Construct research question and searching strategy 
Create objects with appropriate software
	Construct a model which integrates social, civic and/ or global engagement





May 2008


Higher Learning                                                      Commission Conference


EMCC sent a team of faculty and administrators to the annual Higher Learning Commission conference. The conference was held April 11th-15th in Chicago, Illinois. The conference provided a variety of sessions and more than 4,000 administrators and faculty from higher education institutions throughout the 19-state region attended the annual meeting.








Dates to Remember…


Assessment Happens


August 19th (8:00-12:00)


January 14th (8:00-12:00)





Assessment Week


September 15th-19th


March 30th-April 3rd








SAAC Monthly Meetings:


Everyone is Welcome!





September 16, 2008


October 21, 2008


November 18, 2008


January 20, 2009


February 17, 2009





March 24, 2009





April 21, 2009





*All meetings are held on Tuesdays from 2:00-3:30 in CTL
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