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EMCC Continues to Pilot Learning Outcomes Assessment
In Spring 2008, EMCC piloted CBASE- an academic achievement examination created by the University of Missouri that evaluates knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, science and social studies.  The initial pilot was administered to students who had earned 25 or more MCCCD credit hours (sophomore cohort).  The primary objectives of the pilot were to establish initial data for EMCC’s writing outcome, and to develop best practices for administering CBASE in the future.
CBASE was administered again during Fall 2008, targeting students who had earned less than 10 MCCCD credit hours (freshman cohort). Nineteen (19) residential and adjunct instructors from 13 courses and 25 sections participated in CBASE. Overall, more than 487 students completed the essay and/or English multiple choice section(s) of the assessment. Results from both the Spring and Fall 2008 cohorts indicate higher scores for the sophomore cohort on the English multiple choice when compared to the freshmen cohort.  The sophomore cohort also had a greater percentage of students scoring a ‘3’ or ‘4’ (6- point rubric) for the essay section.  Neither cohort had students who scored a ‘5’ or ‘6’ on the essay section.  A score of ‘6’ indicates excellence in nearly all respects of the essay.  
The Student Academic Achievement Committee (SAAC) would like to thank the following for their support during Assessment Week:
· Faculty
· Aramark

· Security 
· Student Services

· Facilities
· Participating EMCC Students

· Office of Planning & Institutional Effectiveness

· Center for Teaching & Learning
· Fitness Center
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Spring 2009 Assessment Week
EMCC’s Spring 2009 Assessment Week will be March 30th-April 3rd.  This semester, the College will administer both the Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE) and CBASE. The spring 2009 CCSSE administration will be the third for the college having participated, and benefitted from results, in 2004 and 2006. 
The CBASE evaluation was piloted during spring 2008 and fall 2008.  The Spring 2009 CBASE administration will include, for the first time, a comprehensive math assessment targeting second year (sophomore level) students. Results from these important assessment applications can assist in guiding quality campus learning support, effective decision making, and operative evaluation practices.   
EMCC’s Writing & Composition Learning Outcome Continues to Move

EMCC Develops Writing Rubric- Recently, an EMCC committee (Susan, Malmo, Valerie Akuna, Rachel Smith, Alex Joncas, Jim Nichols, Bronwen Steele, Fred Maihofer, Erik Huntsinger, Erin Blomstrand, and Pearl Williams) reviewed a variety of writing rubrics and developed a rubric that would be useful for all types of writing assignments at EMCC.  After developing the draft, all EMCC faculty were asked for suggestions and comments to further refine the rubric.  This semester, the rubric is being piloted by faculty from a variety of disciplines who are using the rubric for one or more writing assignments.  A brief survey for students and faculty has also been created to gauge the effectiveness of the rubric, and to identify any necessary changes. 

Writing Across the Curriculum Survey– The SAAC committee has created an electronic survey for faculty to obtain information about the use of writing assignments in the classroom.  All faculty are encouraged to complete the survey, as this information will provide baseline information about the use of writing assignments and document future progress in this area.   

Recently Updated SAAC Philosophy Statement:
To support EMCC’s mission of providing opportunities to achieve success in educational and personal goals, EMCC faculty developed the General Education Abilities Matrix.  It is designed to serve as a learning road map that communicates EMCC’s general education learning outcomes to students, faculty and the community.  A copy of the matrix is included in this newsletter. About the matrix: 
· Bloom’s Taxonomy of cognitive abilities is utilized as the framework for the learning outcomes 

· This matrix is dynamic, not static,  and will be reviewed as part of our assessment cycle 

Updated EZ Form Has the EMCC Matrix for All Your EZ Needs:

Now you have more choices concerning a tie to a Student Ability. For example:
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Btudent retention rate will be higher than previous semesters. I.E.
More students will finish the course, whether they pass or fail.

The 2nd chjective is that of those who stay in the course and take the
final exam, there will be a higher mumber of students vho pass the
course with a C or better.
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6. Use tramsformations to graph functions.

the domain of the resulting function.

murerically, analycically, or graphically.

murerically, amalycically, or graphically.

janalytically, or araphically.

What is the intended lear:

g objective (course/discipl

e level) or leami

7. Perform operations, including compositions, on functions and state
5. Determine whether a relation is a function vwhen represented
5. Determine whether a function is one-to-one when represented J

10. Determine the inverse of a relation when represented mmerically,

g outcome (program level)? @D

course with a C or better.

Numeracy

Evaluate infarmation using knowledge of companents |
Please Select One

Remember basic components

Undlerstand camponents in context of relationships

Apply knowledge and comprehension of components ta various situations
Analyze information using knowlecige of companents

Btudent retention rate will be higher than previous semesters. I.E.
More students will finish the course, whether they pass or fail.

The 2nd chjective is that of those who stay in the course and take the
final exam, there will be a higher mumber of students vho pass the
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	Dynamic General Education Abilities Matrix  
                         

	ABILITIES
	Comm                        
	Critical and Creative Thinking
	Composition/       Writing
	Numeracy 
	Scientific Inquiry
	Information            and         Technological Literacy
	Social, Civic, and Global      Responsibility

	Remember            basic components
	Know appropriate presentation vocabulary and conventions
	Identify and  define basic components of a discipline
	Know writing conventions 
	Recall principles, procedures and correct terminology
	Remember basic components of science 
	Know how to access sources and retrieve objects created
	Identify current social, civic and global issues

	Understand components in context of relationships 
	Articulate an understanding of content by expressing the idea in your own words.  Identify key concepts of a presentation
	Describe relationships between basic components
	Demonstrate an understanding of content by describing it in your own words. 
Identify purpose of paper
	Draw conclusions and justify methods and procedures
	Understand science in context 
	Understand issues affecting the use of information and/or technology while observing laws, regulations and institutional policies
	Discuss and interpret social, civic and global issues

	Apply                   knowledge and comprehension of components to various situations
	Present information using appropriate language and delivery through a variety of techniques
	Exhibit knowledge of components through presentation, performance and solutions in a new context
	Apply knowledge of topic content to a given scenario using appropriate writing convention terms
	Apply a strategy for a solution
	Apply knowledge and comprehension of science components to various situations
	Use information for a specific purpose. Use various software and hardware to complete tasks
	Apply knowledge of global, social and civic mores to current situations

	ABILITIES
	Comm                        
	Critical and Creative Thinking
	Composition/       Writing
	Numeracy 
	Scientific Inquiry
	Information            and         Technological Literacy
	Social, Civic, and Global      Responsibility

	Analyze information using knowledge of components 
	Analyze and adapt  a presentation for a particular audience
	Use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze materials and/or products
	Demonstrate ability to compare and contrast perspectives using appropriate writing conventions 
	Determine relevant information, appropriate mathematical concepts and logical/reasonable responses
	Analyze data and techniques using knowledge of components 
	Analyze information needs to determine best sources. 
Organize electronic information so that it may be retrieved
	Differentiate social, global and civic practices from an ethnocentric perspective

	Evaluate information using knowledge of components 
	Organize information for a presentation. Critique a presentation according to specified criteria
	Evaluate information to reach reasonable conclusions
	Evaluate the strengths and/or weaknesses of a topic to support a judgment by referencing appropriate sources using writing
	Verify a procedure using concrete models
	Evaluate data and conclusions using knowledge of components 
	Evaluate sources and content. 
Evaluate software and hardware to meet needs
	Evaluate and consider change in perspective from a social, civic and global viewpoint

	Create             materials or a product using components 
	Prepare and deliver a presentation on a given topic
	Create materials and or products that demonstrate critical thinking
	Compose a piece of writing to create a new perspective or argument
	Integrate parts into something new to form a new product
	Create materials or products using scientific components and relationships 
	Construct research question and searching strategy 
Create objects with appropriate software
	Construct a model which integrates social, civic and/ or global engagement





February 2009


SAAC EZ Workshop


There will be an EZ workshop on Friday, April 10th from 12am to 2pm in the CTL. This is an opportunity to get started on a new EZ form, or get assistance on an existing EZ form. A light lunch will be served. To register for this SAAC Assessment Workshop go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.estrellamountain.edu/ctl/ws_index.asp" �http://www.estrellamountain.edu/ctl/ws_index.asp�








Dates to Remember…


Assessment Week


March 30th-April 3rd








SAAC Monthly Meetings:


Everyone is Welcome!





January 20, 2009


February 17, 2009





March 24, 2009





April 21, 2009





*All meetings are held on Tuesdays from 2:00-3:30 in CTL





SAAC Trivia:


What is “The Matrix”?


a. A cool movie involving computer programs


b. A hair styling product


c. Something to do with math


d. A list of abilities that gen ed students at EMCC should have when they leave EMCC


Please contact Bronwen or Polly for the answer. (
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