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ticipating students also indicated that the test questions were written at a level that they could understand. More than 90 percent of the students completed all or most of the questions within the time provided. 


The CAAP modules will be available again for faculty review sometime before the end of September.  We invite all faculty to look through the modules.


























time limit. 


One of the goals for SAAC this Fall will be to review the CAAP tool with faculty input to determine whether it can be implemented on a larger scale. this Spring. 





The Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency (CAAP) is a standardized outcomes assessment tool. It includes six test modules related to general education programs: critical thinking, science, math, writing essay, reading, and writing skills.  The results from these tests can be used to establish benchmarks, compare results with similar institutions, and to identify opportunities for enhanced student learning. 


This summer, several faculty were able to provide feedback about the tool and whether or not it could be used in their courses. In addi





tion, two faculty implemented a couple of the modules in their courses, the intent of which was to  evaluate the ease of administration of the CAAP and to determine if the students could complete the modules in the 40 minutes allotted for the tests. The critical thinking module was administered in an ENG071 and  a BIO205 course. The writing skills module was also administered in the ENG 071 course.                                    


All students indicated that the directions for the test were easy to follow.  Par





The goal of the all faculty meeting is to build upon the work done last year by SAAC.  At the last meeting, faculty compiled  a preliminary list of expanded abilities which we now need to discuss as an entire faculty body. Your participation is critical to this process. During the all faculty meeting, we would like to: 


Expand the General Education abilities 


Revisit our current abilities


Define learning outcomes 


Develop a common understanding of assessment language (i.e., ability, learning outcome, etc)


Obtain consensus on ‘next steps’ 
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Welcome to the first issue of the Estrella Mountain Community College SAAC Newsletter. This publication is a resurrection of the “ExSAACtly” Newsletter and the work of Kathleen Iudicello, Liberal Arts Division Chair.  The goal of this newsletter is to promote academic assessment, highlight campus assessment efforts, and to inform the EMCC community of college-wide assessment activities. We encourage you to submit any assessment activities  at the student, course, division, or institution level.





Assessment Terms: 


EMCC now has a common set of assessment terms.  How do you define the following: 


Learning Outcomes


Learning Objectives


Assessment


Indirect Measures


Direct Measures


Abilities


Competencies





Check your responses against  the ‘EMCC Assessment Terms’….
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Your participation helps to keep assessment at EMCC faculty owned and faculty driven.     





SAAC EZ Form, Course Level Assessment: Closing the Loop





MCCCD Student Conference





What’s New with CCSSE





Since the first administration of the Community College Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE) in 2004,  a variety of strategies have been implemented to improve student engagement . These strategies include: 


Development of a freshman institute. 


Development of learning communities with common student cohorts in ENG, 





PSY, RDG, CIS and EDU disciplines.   


The college also participated, for the first time, in the community College Faculty Survey of Student Engagement (CCFSSE).  Designed as a companion to the CCSSE, the survey elicits information from faculty about their teaching practices. 


Two benchmark categories where faculty per





formed particularly well were “Active and Collaborative Learning,” and “Support for Learners.” EMCC faculty scored higher than the national mean in nearly every question for those categories. Full-time faculty also indicated a higher level of interactive student engagement than part-time faculty for most benchmark questions.





tool developed by faculty.   


As EMCC faculty work this year to develop common rubrics for abilities, the student conference evaluation process could possibly be 





Each year EMCC hosts the MCCCD Student Conference. This all day,  student-focused, conference allows students to display their work, and have it evaluated by students using an evaluation 





incorporated into program level assessment.  This would be another opportunity for EMCC to conduct  student and program level assessment. 





dents to learn, 2) determining if they learned it adequately, 3) implementing a change to your teaching or activities to improve the learning, and 4) going back to determine if your change helped students to be more successful. This is, 





in essence, the contents of an EZ form.  


In FY 2006-2007, there were 32 completed forms from 22 full time EMCC faculty. Also, there are 38 EZ forms currently in progress.  Thanks so much for your participation. and support.  





What is the SAAC EZ Form? It is a web-based program designed to document assessment efforts of faculty and staff at EMCC. 


What is the loop? It is a process of 1)  identifying a learning objective or outcome you want your stu





Student Academic Achievement committee





SAAC Monthly Meetings: Everyone is Welcome!





September 10, 2007


October 8, 2007


November 19th, 2007


December 10, 2007


January 9, 2008* (Assessment Happens)


February 11, 2008


March 17, 2008


April 14th, 2008


May 5, 2005





All meetings are held in CTL from 2:00pm-3:30pm.  Assessment Happens will be from 7:30am-12:00pm.








